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which they categorized as physical and verbal 
abuse.  It appears that her adult guardians had 
also been reported for abusing her in other 
states, but essentially kept her “hidden” from 
the system in Arizona by not registering her 
for school.  

If you saw a barefoot little girl being 
forced to walk on the scalding sidewalks 
in Phoenix for hours at a time, would you 
report it?  What about if you saw her be-
ing hit, looking undernourished, and obvi-
ously not being home schooled or sent to 
school?  WHAT WOULD YOU DO?

The potential of this beautiful smiling little 
girl will never be known. We as individuals, 
and as a community, must do something to 
stop young lives from being damaged and 
extinguished.   We need to open our eyes, 
hearts and minds to the situations around 
us, and stand up for those whose voices are 
not heard.  If it looks like abuse or sounds like 
abuse, make a choice to stop it. You do not 
need to put yourself at risk in order to do this.  
A phone call, a photo, or some other use of 
our omnipresent technology can be done dis-
creetly and safely. 

It is not being said to ignore the dog that is 
locked in the car, stolen or mistreated; rather 
that everyone take notice and ensure the 
same humane consideration for the children.
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Everyone seems to talk about the new ABC 
television show “What Would You Do”, and 
about the scenarios and how people react to 
them.   On one night, they spent half of the 
show with a situation that involved an actor try-
ing to steal someone’s dog outside of a coffee 
shop.   Each attempt was interrupted by good 
citizens and the pet remained safe.

The other half of the show portrayed a teen-
ager being physically and verbally abused by 
three or four other teens.  Less than 10% of the 
people passing by on the busy boardwalk did 
anything about it.  Many took pictures, pointed, 
and then walked away.

Why are we afraid to get involved?   What 
line needs to be crossed before we will move 
from being a bystander to one of ally or report-
ing party?  Who do we think will step in, if we 
do not?  

Recently in Phoenix, 10 year old Ame Deal 
was found dead.  Originally, it was thought to 
be a horrible accident during a game of hide and 
seek.  New information indicates that she died 
in a padlocked box after being punished for tak-
ing a popsicle.  She took the popsicle because 
the adults in the household regularly withheld 
food from her or chose to feed her feces.  Po-
lice and reporters were told during their inves-
tigation that neighbors had witnessed ongoing 
mistreatment targeting Ame, a great deal of 

What Would You Do?
by Tracey Stewart

If you see or suspect a child is being
abused call Child Abuse Hotline toll-free

1-888-SOS-CHILD (1-888-767-2445) or 911.
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